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The aim of this study was to investigate the presence of constructs that may indicate the presence of 

disorganized attachment style in sexual and violent offenders. Constructs measured were dissociation, 

variability on self-report measures of attachment style and early maladaptive schemas, and variability 

in observed behavior. Data on variability was collected at four time intervals, approximately 3 weeks 

apart. No differences between the groups were found in variability of self-reported attachment style. 

Both offending groups showed greater variability in early schemas and higher levels of dissociation 

than the nonoffending group. Sex offenders showed greater variability than violent offenders in 

behaviors related to distress. 
 


