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Forty persons were administered an emotional Stroop task with separation-related words and neutral 

words, together with the abandonment scale from Young’s Schema Questionnaire (SQ). Half of the 

participants were administered the SQ abandonment scale prior to the Stroop task and half were 

administered it after the Stroop task. The results showed that priming by the SQ abandonment scale 

produced Stroop interference for unmasked separation words. This suggests that attentional bias is 

influenced by priming, and that it may be methodologically important to control possible priming factors 

when administering Stroop tasks and other measures of attentional bias. 
 


